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one another, or on the uncivilised parts of the world,
not necessarily because the spirit of an Alexander
or a Napoleon animates any modern monarch, but
because every statesman has come to believe that
national existence is only possible for great Empires.
Meanwhile, the nations of the Tropics that have
adopted European improvements, and it may be
solidified and grown strong under European control,
will inevitably adopt the policy of large armaments;
all the larger because the individual Hindoo, China-
man, or Negro is inferior to the individual European.
It is quite conceivable that the soldier may be rather
less of an obtrusive element in the future than he
has been in the past. This, however, is not likely
to be because armies will be relatively smaller, but
because universal conscription will have become the
rule, and military education, up to a certain point,
will be part of the stock-in-trade with which every
citizen is equipped when he enters life.

This conception of a world always ready for war
is, of course, very different from the dreams which
pacific optimists have nursed. We have been told
that, as the military caste of kings and nobles is
dispossessed ; as society becomes more sensible and
understands the waste of war ; as it is informed with
a higher morality and comprehends its wickedness ;
as the class to which war means privation and
misery is able to make itself heard in the councils of
the State ; perhaps, too, as the risks of dismember-
ment to States and annihilation to combatants
become more formidable, war will be replaced every-
where by international arbitration. All this may be
true, but, even so, it is difficult to suppose that
arbitration will not be influenced by a calculation